
Lisette Bamenga, Panelist
Lisette Bamenga holds a B.A. in Psychology and Spanish from Drew University and a M.S. in
Early Childhood Education, Childhood Education and Students with Disabilities from Mercy
College. Bamenga taught for close to a decade in NYC public schools, where she enjoyed
having a positive impact on every student she encountered. After her incarceration,
Bamenga found a new sense of purpose in advocating for the people she left behind.
Because she believes in the transformative power of education, Bamenga joined Hudson
Link for Higher Education in Prison, a nonprofit that provides college programming to
women and men who are incarcerated in NYS. As an Academic Coordinator, she manages
the college program at a woman's correctional facility. One of Bamenga’s favorite quotes by
Nelson Mandela says: "Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change
the world.”
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A discussion of the prison
industrial system and the
historical relationship with
slavery and poor educational
opportunities. This panel will
also focus on the work of
Hudson Link and the journeys
of its program participants, as
well as how one congregation
has successfully engaged in
this important work.
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Reaching for a Better Tomorrow: The Work  of
Hudson Link Working for Higher Education in Prison

Lindsey Counts, Panelist
Lindsey Counts serves as the Deputy Director of the Fair and Equitable Housing Office at
New York State Home’s and Community Renewal, where her work focuses on fair housing
law and policy to reduce barriers to affordable housing across New York State. She
previously worked as a corporate attorney at Sullivan & Cromwell, LLP. Counts earned her
B.A. from Yale University, where she graduated cum laude, and her J.D. from Yale Law
School. Counts was born and raised in New York and has been a lifetime member of the
Church of the Heavenly Rest, where she serves on the vestry. She has served as a co-chair
of the Prison Re-Entry Ministry since its inception more than five years ago.

Sean Pica, Panelist
Sean Pica is the Executive Director of Hudson Link for Higher Education in Prison, a
nonprofit that provides college education, life skills and re-entry support to incarcerated and
formerly incarcerated men and women to help them make a positive impact on their own
lives, their families and communities. Pica received his M.P.S. from the New York
Theological Seminary and his M.S.W. from Hunter College. He serves on the New York State
Council on Community Re-Entry and Reintegration and is a founding Board Member for the
Alliance for Higher Education in Prison, the New York State Consortium for Higher Education
in Prison and the Sing Sing Prison Museum Project. Recently Pica founded and launched
New Beginnings, a Hudson Link transitional housing initiative where Hudson Link students
and alumni renovate abandoned properties and bring them back to life to create secure
housing for returning students.

Diane Pollard, Moderator
A member of the Reparations Committee of the Diocese of New York and member of the
Human Resources Committee of the Diocese of New York, Diane Pollard serves on the
Executive Council of the Episcopal Church as Vice Chair of the Finance Committee and on
the Social Responsibility in Investments Committee. She is a member of the Task Force on
Paid Family Leave and is a founding member of St. Mary’s AIDS Center, Inc., where she
currently serves as the President of the Board. She is passionate about working to change
many of the poor educational systems available for young people and their direct
relationship to the incarceration. She has served for more than 25 years in several Diocesan
positions, including Trustee of the Church Pension Fund, Trustee of the Cathedral of St.
John the Divine and Trustee of the Diocese of New York. She has served as a deputy to the
General Convention on fourteen occasions and as vestry and warden of the Parish of Trinity
Church Wall Street.
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